16           INVISIBLE HELPERS

more scientific phraseology, would say that her
intense outpouring 6f love constituted a force which
one of our invisible helpers was able to use for the
rescue of her child from a terrible death.

A remarkable case in which children were abnor-
mally protected occurred on the banks of the
Thames near Maidenhead a few years earlier than
our last example. This time the danger from which
they were saved arose not from fire but from water.
Three little ones, who lived, if I recollect rightly, in
or near the village of Shottesbrook, were taken out
for a walk along the towing-path by their nurse.
They rushed suddenly round a corner upon a horse
which was drawing a barge, and in the confusion'
two of them found themselves on the wrong side of
the tow-rope and were thrown into the water.

The boatman, who saw the accident, sprang for-
ward to try to save them, and he noticed that they
were floating high in the water "in quite an
unnatural way, like," as he said, and moving quietly
towards the bank. This was all that he and the
nurse saw, but the children each declared that "a
beautiful person, all white and shining," stood
beside them in the water, held them up and guided
them to the shore. Nor was their story without
corroboration, for the bargeman's little daughter^
who ran up from the cabin when she heard the
screams of the nurse, also affirmed that she saw a